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Robert Francrs Rickands 

BOOK READING AID 



TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This Invention relates to a device for facilitating the reading of a book. 
BACKGROUND 

Books which have simple bindings, particularly paper-back books, do not 
open flat, especially when new, and tend to close while being read. This Is 
a nuisance because either the book has io be held open when reading or 
Some means have to found to prevent the book from dosing. Readers 
resort to various devices for achieving this end. such as elastic bands, or 
weights of one sort or another. More sophisticated devices exist such as 
small lecterns with paper retainers, but these can be inconvenient for 
personal users. 

WO 03 057 498 A1 discloses a device which includes an elongate teleeoopic 
element for supporting the cover of an open book with spring-loaded end 
pieces to hold the open pages. Whilst this device is capable of firmly 
holding books of various sizes without damaging the pages the user is still 
required to hold the book whilst reading In bed for example. 



5-JfiN-2004 17:13 FmirCRftSKE & CO. PATENT 4^ 1392 415 



3 

P1154 

about an axis which is substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal 
direction of the elongate member. The support leg preferably comprises a 
plurality of telesoopioally-^ngaged sections. 

The book holder may be secured to a surface by means of a mounting 
sleeve which is provided with means for neleasably attaching the sleeve to 
said surface and arranged to receive the support leg as a push fit. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The following description and the accompanying drawings referred to therein 
are Included by way of non-limiting example In order to illustrate how the 
invention may be put into practice. In the drawings: 

Figure 1 1s a general view of a book holder In accordance with 
the invention; 

Figure 2 Is a side view of the book holder being used to hoW 
. a book; 

FlQure 3 Is an end view of the book holder being used to 
support the book on a horfzontal surface; 

figyre4 shows the support leg of the book holder in exploded 
detail; 

FlQures 5 and a are end views of the inner core and outer 
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cx>ver of the leg, respactively; 

Flaura 7 shows a hinge component of the leg in side view; 

Figure 8 is a transverse section through a slider component by 
which the leg is attached; 

Flqiure 9 shows another possible use of the book holder, 
secured to a oomputer monitor by means of a mounting 
sleeve; and 

Figure 10 shows the mounting sleeve In end view, f 

..a 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Referring firstly to Fig- 1, the bool< holder has an elongate member 100 
which temiinates In curved end-pieces 101, 102. The member 100 has 
upstanding arms 10 and 12 at opposite ends, which are angularly inclined 
towards each other, and includes a tubular outer section 108 of generally 
rectangular cross-section and an inner section 107 which can be moved 
telescopically within the outer section so that the distance between the arms 
10 and 12 can be continuously varied for use with bool<s of different sizes. 
A platform 14 of substantially elliptical outline Is mounted on the upper face 
of the outer section 108 projecting at opposite sides of the elongate 
member. 

Referring to Fig. 2, the end-pieces 101 and 102 are each made of a 
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substantially rigid material having a curved part 24 In the shape of a planar 
strip which . has been arcuately curved in one dimension. A pair of spaced 
Ranges 25 depend from the underside of the curved part 24 on opposite 
sides of the respective arm 10. 12 to which the flanges are secured by 
means of a pivot pin 201. One end of each curved part 24 forms an 
inwardly-directed finger portion 30 wliii© the opposite end projects on the 
opposite side of the pivot pin 201 forming a lever portion 32. As can be 
seen in Fig. 3, a coil spring 203 is carried on each of the pins 201 with one 
end bearing against curved part 24 and the other end bearing against the 
respective ami ID. 12 so that the finger portion 30 is urged towards the • 
piatfpnn 14. The tip of each finger portion 30 is substantially straight in a 
dinection which extends substantially parallel to the axis of the pivot pin 201, 
but In side elevation {Fig. 2) the tip of the finger is formed with a smooth 
curve. When the device is used to hold the pages of an open booi< B the 
spine of the book Is finnly supported by the platform 14 while the springs 
203 press the ends of the fingers 30 against the open pages. 

Continuing to refer to Rg. 2, a support leg 40 is sOdably mounted on the 
outersection 108 of the elongate member 100 such that it can be positioned 
anywhere along its length, as indicated by the solid arrows. The bottom face 
of the outersection 10B. opposite to the platform 14. is fonned with a series 
of shallow transverse ridges 41 while opposite side fecses are each fbmied 
with a longitudinal rib 42. The purpose of these features wilt be explained 
below. Since the leg 40 projects substantially perpendicularly away from the 
pfetfomi 14, if the bottom edge of the book S rests on a surface as in Fig. 
3. the leg 40 can be used to support-the bool< in an Inclined position, as 
shown. Adjustment of the inclination of the book may be achieved by 
moving the book holder up or down the book. A higher position will reduce 
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the angle whereas a lower position will resuit in a steeper angle. 
Furthermore, by sliding the leg 40 along the elongate member 100 it is 
possible to balance a book of any size to rest in a stable condition on any 
surfece, whether it be a flat surface such as a desk or an uneven surfaco 



The detailed structure of the leg 40 is revealed in Fig.s 4 to 8. The leg 
includes a moulded core 50 with an elongate moulded cover 51 which may 
be formed of or coated with a friction material. As best seen in Pig. 5, the 
Qore 60 has a flat tongue 52 projecting from a top wall 53. The opposite 
faces of the tongue 52 carry parallel longitudinal ribs 54 which frictionally 
engage the Intsmal surface of the cover 51. which is shown in lop view In 
Fig. 6. Additional projections 55 may be formed inside the cover 1 to guide 
the cover as it slides telescopically on the core 60 and/or to provide, an 
improved grip. In end view, the cover 51 has a major axis M and a minor 
axis W. The bottom end of the oover is straight with rounded corners (see 
Fig,s 3 artd 4). The top wall 53 cames a hinge projection 56 to co-operate 
with e hinge component 57. A two-part hinge pin 68. 59 pivotally connects 
the two hinge sections 55 and 57 so that the leg may rotate about a pivot 
, axis D which Is parallel to the m^jor axis M. The opposing faces of the hinge 
sections 56 and 57 are provided with co-operating shallow radial ribs 60. 
shown in Fig. 7, so that the leg 40 will normally be retained In any angular 
position to which it is adjusted. This pivotal arrangement therefore provides 
9 secor^d way in which the angle of the book may be changed if desired. A 
third way of adjusting the angle, which may be particularly useful for large 
or heavy booi^s which are best supported at a higher level it to slide the 
cover 51 over the core 50 to telescopically extend the leg. 



such as a bed cover. 
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As can be seen in Fig^ 4 and 7, the hinge component 57 includes a block 

62 for connection wtth a slider 63. The slider carries a moulded pin 84 which 
is sprung Into an aperture in the block 62 such that the leg 40 may be 
rotated about a second a^s E which Is perpendicular to the firet pivot axis 
D and parallel to the longitudinal dirBdion of tlie leg. Fig. 8 showre the slider 

63 in tnansvefse section on the pivof axis £ The slider includes a bottom 
wall 65 with a pair of upstanding side walls 66 end 67 with opposing grooves 
66. Thus, when the slider is slid onto the outer section 108 of the elongate 
niember 100 the slider is retained and slidably guided by the ribs 42. The 
bottom of the slider is provided with a spring finger 70 or a moulded 
projection which engages the ridges 41 to retain the sfider in any adjusted 
position. 

When the book holder is not in use the leg 40 can be removed by sliding it 
off the outersection 108. Alternatively, the leg can be pivoted about the axis 
D and rotated about aws E to lie parallel to the elongate member 100. 

A further use of the book holder is shown in Flg.s 9 and 10. A sleeve 80 

adapted to receive the leg 40 as a pi«h fit can be mounted on a computer 

monitor, a printer or the like by means of releasable pads of hook and loop 

material 81 and 82. One of the pads Is bonded to the sleeve 80- white the 

other is secured to the monitor etc. by a layer of pressure-sansitive adhesive 

which may be protected by a peelabie backing 83 priorto use. When the leg 

40 is inserted into the sleeve 80 the book holder can be used to hold a book 

or. if desired, a single printed sheet of paper. The position of the holder can 

-beadjusted-byrotating-thelegraboufiheaxes-Dan-deariamw^ 

63 along the outer section 1 08. 
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It will be appreciated that the features disclosed herein may be present In 
any feasible combination. Whilst the above description lays emphasis on 
those areas which, in combination, are believed to be new. protection Is 
claimed for any Inventive combination of the features disclosed herein. 
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